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1. OUTCOME OF MARCH 6 MEETING BETWEEN HOMELAND LEADERS AND 
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BY CONSULTING WITH BLACK LEADERS, VORSTER EFFECTIVELY ANSWERED 
LIBERAL CRITICS WHO HAVE CHARGED HIM WITH ABJECT FAILURE TO 
DO JUST THAT. POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS FOR VORSTER LIES 
NOT SO MUCH IN DEFLATING OPPOSITION UNITED PARTY'S ACCUSATION 
THAT SAG'S RACE POLICIES CONSTITUTE SECURITY RISK FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA, AS IT DOES IN MOLLIFYING DISQUIET AND CRITICISM ON 
THIS ISSUE WHICH HAS BEEN INCREASINGLY MANIFEST AMONG RELA- 
TIVELY LIBERAL SUPPORTERS OF NATIONAL PARTY (NP) ITSELF. 

2. VORSTER ABLE HAVE CAKE AND EAT IT TOO, FOR HE GAVE 

NOTHING TO BLACKS WHICH COULD ALARM CONSERVATIVE, WHITE SUPRE- 
MACIST MAJORITY OF ELECTORATE. TO OFFSET ANY POSSIBLE IN 
TERPRETATION TO THE CONTRARY, SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION DR. 
ESCHEL RHOODIE ISSUED STATEMENT MARCH 6 TAKING CERTAIN 
NEWSPAPERS, ESPECIALLY RAND DAILY MAIL, TO TASK FOR DIS- 
TORTING THE MEANING OF CERTAIN PORTIONS OF JOINT STATEMENT 
ISSUED AFTER MEETING (REFTEL). FOR EXAMPLE, MAIL, DIE BURGER, 
OGGENBLAD, AND DIE TRANSVALER HAD REPORTED THAT VORSTER AGREED 
SET UP A COMMISSION OF EXPERTS TO INVESTIGATE WAGE GAP BETWEEN 
BLACK AND WHITE WORKERS. RHOODIE POINTED OUT THAT POST- 
MEETING JOINT STATEMENT SAID ONLY THAT EXPERTS "WOULD IN 
VESTIGATE THE ALLEGATION THAT THE BANTU PEOPLE IN GENERAL, AND 
THE HOMELAND GOVERNMENTS IN PARTICULAR, ARE NOT GETTING A 
FAIR SHARE OF SERVICES FROM TAXES PAID DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY 
BY THE BANTU." RHOODIE SAID FLATLY THAT "THE WAGE GAP IS 
NOT BEING INVESTIGATED." (FULL TEXT OF JOINT STATEMENT AND 
RHOODIE’S REMARKS BY POUCH.) 

3. FOR THEIR PART, HOMELAND LEADERS SEEM SATISFIED THAT 
MEETING REPRESENTS REAL PROGRESS ON RACIAL ISSUE. THIS IN- 
DICATED BY GAZANKULU CHIEF MINISTER NTSANWISI S MOTION AT 
CONCLUSION OF MEETING (PARA 3 REFTEL). IN ADDITION, CHIEF 
GATSHA BUTHELEZI OF KWAZULU HAS COMMENTED TO PRETORIA NEWS 
REPORTER THAT MEETING WAS MOST IMPORTANT DISCUSSION 

EVER HELD IN SA BETWEEN WHITE AND BLACK LEADERS. HE SAID HE 
PLEASED THAT DISCUSSIONS WOULD CONTINUE TO TAKE PLACE AND 
THAT HE PARTICULARLY EXCITED ABOUT FACT THAT A FULL DAY WILL 
BE SET ASIDE AT FUTURE DATE FOR MEETING BETWEEN VORSTER AND 
HOMELAND LEADERS WHICH WILL BE DEVOTED ENTIRELY TO QUESTION 
OF URBAN BLACKS. 
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4. COMMENT: WHILE SOME, ESPECIALLY IN THIS COUNTRY, MAY 
HERALD MEETING AS AUSPICIOUS BEGINNING OF "REAL AND MEANINGFUL 
DIALOGUE" BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICAN BLACKS AND WHITES, IN OUR 
OPINION MEETING AND ITS RESULTS SHOULD BE REGARDED WITH 
FAR MORE CAUTION. AS WE EXPECTED (CAPE TOWN 0150), CONCRETE, 
DEMONSTRABLE RESULTS NOT ACHIEVED, AND CERTAINLY IT WOULD BE 
UNWISE AT THIS POINT TO READ TOO MUCH INTO THE MEANING OF 
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MEETING’S OUTCOME. BUT, AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE, MERE FACT THAT 
MEETING TOOK PLACE IS STEP FORWARD AND, MOREOVER, THE FURTHER 
DISCUSSIONS THAT ARE PLANNED WILL INEVITABLY HAVE TO COME TO 
GRIPS WITH BASIC PROBLEMS SUCH AS DISCRIMINATION, INFLUX 
CONTROLS, ETC. IT WILL BE THEN (SOME TIME AFTER DUST 
OF FORTHCOMING GENERAL ELECTION SETTLES) THAT A CLEARER 
PICTURE WILL EMERGE OF TRUE SIGNIFICANCE OF MARCH 6 
PRETORIA MEETING AND ITS AFTERMATH. 

HURD 
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